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1.  Pre-Neolithic Archaeology of the Bellary-Raichur Region, Southern Deccan 

 K. Paddayya 

 

This paper seeks to highlight a major gap in the Stone Age archaeology of Peninsular 

India. The Bellary-Raichur region of North Karnataka, while its Neolithic and Iron Age 

sites have attracted the attention of many workers for the last two hundred years (and still 

continue to do so), hardly figures in the studies dealing with Palaeolithic and Mesolithic 

cultures of Southern Deccan. After a detailed consideration of various sporadic 

discoveries of Stone Age sites made during the last century and a half, it has been argued 

in this paper that there is tremendous scope for initiating fresh and planned field 

investigations in order to place the pre-Neolithic archaeology of the Bellary and Raichur 

districts on a sound footing. It is further asserted that these two districts, occupied as they 

are by majestic Archaean formations comprising granites and schists and characterized 

by semi-arid climate, have potentialities to reveal novel adaptational features of Stone 

Age settlement systems of Peninsular India. They are thus seen as distinct from those 

recorded from the so-called Purana basins made up of sedimentary rocks and recipients 

of high rainfall. 
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2.  Preliminary Report of the Re-excavation of Ukunju Limestone Cave in Juani, Mafia 

Archipelago, Tanzania: More Evidence of Ancient Transoceanic Trade Connections 

Abel D. Shikoni, Giada Manzinali, Mandela Peter, Emanuel T. Kessy, Titus Luomba 

Ombori and Felix Chami 

 

Previous phases of archaeological excavations at Ukunju limestone cave site on Juani, 

Mafia archipelago resulted in contrasting findings. The first excavations recovered 

materials that suggest ancient settlements with concrete evidence of ancient transoceanic 

trade connections. However, the follow-up excavations strikingly disputed such evidence 

by asserting that the earliest occupation of the cave site was the Middle Iron Age period 

and had no evidence for ancient transoceanic trade. This controversy alongside the recent 

reporting of underwater wall-like structures in the northwest waters of the archipelago 

strengthened the need to revisit the limestone cave site. The current excavation of the site 

involved setting and digging of two trenches. The recovered materials suggest ancient 

settlements and existence of transoceanic links between the coast of East Africa and 

regions in Mediterranean, Southern Arabia, the Red Sea and eastern Indian Ocean. Most 



of the transoceanic trade materials have been recovered from a context dated to the early 

first millennium CE. The samples collected from the lowest context date to the 4th 

millennium BCE associated with the lithic artefacts. We argue that Mafia Archipelago 

was an important hub for the ancient international maritime trade between the East 

African coast and distant regions. These findings, therefore, present an important basis 

for which the discovered underwater wall-like structures can be thought to be remains of 

a submerged settlement. 
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3.  Coastal Archaeological Explorations on the Eastern Margin of the Little Rann of 

Kachchh, Gujarat 

 A.S. Gaur and Sundaresh 

 

A coastal archaeological exploration was carried out on the eastern margin of the Little 

Rann of Kachchh to document the ancient remains of coastal settlements, port 

installations and any other aspects related to maritime traditions. The explorations yielded 

two protohistoric sites at Kunwar and half a dozen sites of the Medieval period along this 

coast. A majority of the sites have small deposits suggesting their non-urban nature, and 

must have been depended on the marine resources as Rann was part of the Arabian Sea in 

the past. The present investigation has further endorsed the hypothesis that the Rann was 

navigable during the Harappan period. 
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4.  Archaeological Explorations of Kalingapatnam, Dantapur, and Salihundam on the East 

 Coast of India  

 Sila Tripati, R. Mani Murali, Rudra Prasad Behera 

 

There are several coastal sites along the east and west coast of India from the Harappan 

period onwards which served as port and trade centres. Among ancient ports along the 

east coast of India, Kalingapatnam, Dantapur, Dahranikota, Masulipatnam, Motupalli and 

Kottapatnam of Andhra Pradesh coast played a considerable role in spreading Indian 

culture to overseas countries. Explorations were carried out at Kalingapatnam, Dantapur 

and Salihundam along the River Vamsadhara. The results are dicussed in this article. The 

ceramics found include Knobbed ware sherds, Red Polished ware, dish-on-stand, incense 

burner, hopscotch, legged saddle quern, and pestle. 
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5.  Faunal Remains from the Peats at Baghia-Chanda Beels of Gopalganj and Khulna 

 Districts of Bangladesh  

 Seema Pawankar Hoque 



 

Archaeological remains in Bangladesh have been found from the Prehistoric to the 

Colonial period. Among these, the architectural remains of the Early Medieval period are 

the most predominant. In Bangladesh, although a number of sites have been excavated 

since the beginning of the last century to the present day, a majority of them were 

monumental sites. The flora and fauna from the archaeological sites were never collected 

by archaeologists due to the lack of awareness about their potential. Another reason often 

cited is the acidic deposit which makes preservation of biological remains difficult. 

Nevertheless, a decade ago faunal remains were found from the Bengal Delta. With 

changes in the archaeological perspective, these remains have gained much prominence. 

This paper mainly focuses on the faunal remains recovered from the peat deposit of 

Khulna-Gopalganj beels. In this peat deposit remains of wild animals like elephant, gaur, 

wild buffalo, deer have been found. Elephant and gaur are now extinct from this area, and 

wild buffalo is completely extinct from Bangladesh. Available palynological data helped 

in reconstructing the past environment as pollen are preserved better in acidic deposit, 

and the radiocarbon dates of the peat deposit dated these faunal remains to the Early 

Medieval period. Historical evidence of Gupta and post-Gupta period like copper plate 

inscriptions and gold coins were also found. 
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6.  An Ancient Burial Culture discovered in Sri Lanka 

 Raj Somadeva, AnushaWanninayaka and Dinesh Devage 

 

After the Mesolithic burial practice of flexed positioned inhumations, a new way of 

burying the dead has been reported from several locations in Sri Lanka, of which the 

oldest goes back to the early part of the third millennium BCE. The disintegration of the 

Mesolithic culture in Sri Lanka has been assigned to the early second millennium BCE, 

and the new thinking on funerary practice emerged alongside at the terminal phase of the 

previous culture. The latter is represented by freestanding, oblong-shaped earthenware 

structures (that appear as boat-shaped and hence called as canoes in this paper); human 

corporeal remains inside clay vessels were interred. Contrary to the general Mesolithic 

practice of burying the deceased singularly in cave interiors, the new way stands as 

graveyards containing several individual burials. These cemeteries represent 

symboliccum-ritualistic behaviour of the community who succeeded the Mesolithic 

hunter-gatherers. The geographical distribution of the identified cemeteries shows a sharp 

contrast with their chronologies. Eleven cemeteries are reported from three physiographic 

zones and six have been excavated during the last 10 years and have been scientifically 

dated. This paper discusses this new burial practice through a wider socio-political 

perspective with reference to their chronological framework. 

 

 Raj Somadeva et al., Man and Environment XLIV(2): 67-83 [2019]. 

ME-2019-2A06 

 



7.  Preliminary Report of the Excavations at Khapura, District Ambedkar Nagar, Uttar 

 Pradesh (2017-18 and 2018-19) 

 Pushp Lata Singh, Prabhakar Upadhyay, Anoop Kumar, Chandra Bhushan Gupt, 

 Upendra Singh, Mohd. Afroj, Dipak Kumar Shukla, Rajnath and Pratibha Dwivedi  

  

The site of Khapura is located on the right bank of River Tamsa, in Tehsil Akabarpur, 

District Ambedkar Nagar, Uttar Pradesh. The excavation conducted in 2017-18 and 

2018-19 revealed cultural assemblage from the pre-Northern Black Polished Ware culture 

with iron right up to the Gupta period. The Pre-NBPW with iron phase has been 

identified for the first time in this part of the Ghaghara-Tamsa region. The ceramic and 

other material remains show that Khapura had cultural contact with the settlements of 

Saryupar region (i.e. Narhan, Sravasti, Imlidih Khurd, Sohagaura, Lahuradeva and 

Khairadih) and also with the sites such as Rajghat and Agiabir, located on the River 

Ganga. 
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